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Form < C-300 JNTLED STATES L‘EF‘XRTME.\T OF THE INTERIOR

5TATE:

{Rev. 6-72} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE PENNSYLVANIA

COUNTY: -
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES BUTLER '
INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY .
ENTRY DATE
{Type all entries - complete applicable seclions)
ENETYER —— e
< OMMON:

Harmony HisTtorRic DisTrRICT

AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Pa. RT. 68

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
HARMONY TWENTY ~—F{VE

STATE CODE [SOUNTY: CcoDE
PENNSYLVANIA 42 ' ButLEeER 019

{3. s CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY : ACCESSIBLE
{Check One) CWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
X] District [ Building [] Public Public Acquisition: ®] Occupied Yes:
d siwe {3 Srueture [ Private ] In Process 3 Unoccupied 3 Restricted
i Object %] Both [ Being Considered [ Preservation work [C] Unrestricted
in progress {d No

P RESENT USE {Check One or Mote as Appropriate)

0 Agricultural
% Commercial
[} Educational

™ Enterrainme

—

] Government
1 Industrial
O Military

] Museum

nt

7] Park
(X] Private Residence
[0 Religious

1 Transpertation
{C] Other (Specity)

D Comments

{71 Scientific

OWNER Or PRIPERTY

OWNER'S NAME !

INpiv)DUAL OWNERSHIP

STREET AND NUMBER:

STATE:

PENNSYLVANIA

CITY QR TOWN:
HARMONY

T ODF

42

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

VlNVA1ASNN3dL

ALV iS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

BuTLErR CounNTYy COURTHOUSE

STREET AND NUMBER:

NERTNGL:

STATE

CITY OR TOWN:

. BuTiLER PENNSYLVANIA

FALNMGCD

SREPRESENTATION (N EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY
PENNSYLVANIA REGISTER OF HisToric S1TEs & LANDMARKS

DATE OF SURVEY: 1972 {1 Federal K] State [C1 County

O Loca!

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

WiLtLiaM PENN Museum

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box_ 1024

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

HARRI3BURG

PENNSYLVANIA

CODE

HIGWNON AHLNI

42

3Llvga
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\7. ZESCRIPTION

. .

l

(Check One)
] Excellent X} Good ] Feir (] Detericrated {3 Ruins {3 Unexposed

CONDITION | (Check One) (Chack One}
i l:‘x Altered .C] Unaltered ] Moved %] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Harmony was Latp guT sy GEORGE Rarp IN 1804 on LAND (5,000
ACF\’ES) PURCHASED FROM DETMAR BASSE. I n THE SPRING OF 1805 THE
300 FeLioWeErs OF RAPP, WHO HAD SPENT THE WINTER IN PHILADELPHIA
AND BALT[MORE, MGVED TO THE TRACT OF LAND IN THE FORESTS OF
Buteer County. THE REL(GiOUS COMMUNITY, KNOWN AS THE HARMONIE
SOCIETY, WAS FORMALLY ESTABLISHED AS A COMMUNISTIC UNIT WITH A
COMMON FUND IN FEBRUARY 0F 1805. IN THE ENSUING TEN YEARS, THE
SOCIETY, UNDER THE AEGIS OF GQEORGE RaPP AND FREDERICK RE|CHERT
HIS ADOPTED SON, DEVELOPED INTO A PROSPEROUS AGRICULTURAL AND
MANUFACTURING COMMUNITY.

A NUMBER OF BUILDINGS BUILT BY THE HARMONiSTS BETWEEN

1305 AND 1814 ARE STILL EXTANT. IN GENERAL THE ARCH| TECTURAL STYLE
!S A FUSION OF OLD WORLD TRADITION AND THE CURRENT COLGNIAL STYLES.
THE ORIGIANL LOG CABINS BUILT IN 180405 WERE QUICKLY REPLACED
BY MORE SUBSTANTIAL BRICK BUILDINGS. THE TOWN WAS LAID GUT
AROUND A CENTRAL SQUARE AND SURROUMNDED BY FIELDS, GARDENS, AND
MEADOWS. A LARGE MAZE-GARDEN WAS THE PARTICULAR PRIGE GF GegrgE Rapr.
By 1814 THE TOWN HAD APPROXIMATELY 150 STRUCTURES INCLUDING
SIX LARGE BRICK HOUSES, AN INN, A STORE, 4 MEETINGHOUSE, A BRJICK
WEAVERY, A DYEING FACTORY, TWO WOGLEN FACTORIES, A FOUR STORY
GRANARY, TWO DISTILLERIES, TWO FLOUR MILLS, TWO FULL}NG MILLS,
A BREWERY, A NAIL FACTORY, A MEMP MILL, AN OIL FACTORY, FOUR
LARGE BARNS, AND A LARGE BRICK WAREHDUSE AT THE COMFLUENCE OF
The OHi10 anND Beaver RiVERS. SURVIVING HARMONIST:BUILDINGS ARE
AS FOLLOWS: :

GREAT House(BENTEL BuiLping), MERCER AND MarN 5TS., A LARGE
27 STORY, BRICK BUILDING WITH A TWO STORY REAR EXTENS|ON., THE
BASEMENT CONTAINS A STANE ARCHED WINE CELLAR. THE MAIN ENTRANCE
HAS A CARVED STONE LINTEL WITH A KEYSTONE DEPICTING THE ViRGIN
SopHiA. THE BUILOING NOW HOUSES A MUSEUM DEPICTING THE EARLY
LIFE OF THE COMMUN|TY.

HarMONI ST CHURCH {1808) MErRcER & MAIN STS., A TwWo $TGRY -
BRICK BUILDING WITH LONG RECTANGULAR WINDOWS. A NEW FACADE AND s
TOWER HAVE BEEN ADDED N RECENT YEARS AND MOST OF THE ORIGINAL
iNTERIORS REMOVED.

LANGENBACHER House, Main St., A 23 °STORY, STUCCO OVER BRICK
HOUSE WITH A REAR TWO STORY HALL AND MEETING ROGM AODITION.

A TWO STORY PORGCH RUNS ACROSS THE FRONT FACADE. ONE OF THE FIRST
LARGE BUILOINGS BUILT B8Y THE HarMowisTs,

Freoerrck Rapp House, NorTH Main ST., A 2% STORY BRICK HOUSE
BUILT FOR RAPP'S ADOPTED SON. THE HOUSE HAS .A .FINE GEORGIAN
DOORWAY WITH FANLIGHT. THE BRICK 1S LAID IN FLEMISH BOND WITH
GLAZED HEADERS.

THE SToHR, MaInN S5T., A LARGE 21 STORY, GABLE ROOF, BRICK
BUILDING WHICH SERVED AS THE COMMUNITY STORE. THE ORIGINAL
ENTRANCES, NOW BRICKED WINDOWS, HAVE CARVED STONE FRAMES.

Beam HoTer, MaiN & MeErcerR STs., A LARGE 3 STORY BR|CK
BUILDING WITH REAR EXTENS(ON. THE LI{NTEL STONE OVER ONE ENTRANCE
BEARS THE DATE OF 1806. THE THIRD STORY 15 A MUCH LATER ADDITION.

Orera _House, MERCER S57., A TWe STORY, BRICK AND FRAME
BUILDING. THE SECOND FLOOR IS FRAME COVERED WITH CLAPBOARD. .
Two PALLADIAN WINDOWS ARE LOCATED IN THE SECOND FLOOR FACADE.

THREE OF THE SOCIETY'S MEMBERS! HOUSES ALSO SURVIVE. THE
WAGNER House oN MaiNST., THE ScHMiTT HoustE oN MAIN ST. AND THE
ScHREIBER HOuse oN WooD ST., ARE ALL 2% sToRry, GABLE ROOF,

BRICK HOUSES OF SIMPLE DESIGN, Two MENNONITE HOUSES AT GERMAN

AND WooD STs.,.AND MaiN AND-JACKSON  S7S. ARE .ALSO -LOCATED WITHIN"

THE DISTRICT. THESE 2% STORY, SIMPLE BRICK HOUSES WERE

BUILT IN THE 18207s AFTER THE HARMONISTS HAD $SOLD THEIR HOLD!NGS

AND MOVED TO INDIANA. . o

© " ALL OF THE ABOVE BUILDINGS HAVE UNDERGONE ALTERATIONS OF

VARYING DEGREES, YET AS A WHOLE ARE IN FAIR TO GOOD CONDITION.
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7. DEscrRIPTION CONT'D.

THE PROPOSED HarMoNy HisTorRic DisTRICT
EXTANT BUILDINGS OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN. THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICT
RUN AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE POINT OF THE (NTERSECTION OF THE
NORTH SIDE OF GERMAN ST. AND THE EAST SIDE OF CHURGCH ALLEY, THENCE
EASTWARD ALONG THE NORTH $1DE OF GERMAN ST. TO THE WEST Si0E oF Wooo S571.;
THENCE NORTH ALONG THE WEST SIDE oF WooD 57T. TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER
OF MERCER AND WooD S7s5.; THENCE EAST ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF MERCER
ST. T0 THE REAR PROPERTY LINE OF THE HOUSES FRONTING ON WooD S$T.:
THENCE NORTH TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE SCHREIBER PROPERTY; THENCE
WEST ALONG THE NORTH PROPERTY LINE TO THE WEST SIDE CF Woop &7,
.., THENCE NGRTH ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF Woob ST. TO THE SOUTH BANK OF
... THE CONNOQUENESSING CREEK; THENCE WEST ALONG THE SOUTH BANK TO THE
. EAST SIDE OF WILSON ALLEY EXTENDED, THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST
SIDE OF WILSQON AND CHURCH ALLEYS T0 German S7.

INCLUDES MOST OF THE

GPoO 921-724



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

- sioniFICANCE . . .

PERIQD (Check Onc or Morp as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian! [} 14th Century [ 18th Century _ . ] 20th Century
[T 15th Century {J 17tk Century (X 19th Century S
SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 18051814
AREAS OF S5iGNIFICANCE {Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal o , D ,Education . . 0. Poljtical , . ¢ . {73 Wsban Planning
3 Prehistoric C] Engineering | Re|ig‘ion/Phi-. : [ Qther (Specify)
{dJ Histerie A4 Industry . losophy \
[0 Agricultyre’ * - 3 fnveniion - 0 Science '
X Architecture [0 Landscope [ Sculpture
O Art Architecture ) Secial/Human-
Y Commerce ] Literature itarien
[ Communicatiens O Milisary ] Theotar
{1 Coensarvation ] Music [C1 Transportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

HARMONY wWAS THE FIRST HOME 0F THE HARMONIE SOCIETY, FORMALLY
ESTABLISHED BY GEORGE Rapp 1N 1805. ORGANIZED AS A COMMUN{TARIAN
THEGCRACY UNDER RAPP!S SPIRITUAL CONTROL,  THE SMALL GROUP OF
GERMAN PIETISTS BUILT A PROSPEROUS COMMUNITY IN THE PENNSYLVANIA
WILDERNESS WITHIN THE SPAN OF 10 YEARS.

Rape ARRIVED IN BALTIMORE IN 1803, PURCHASED A LARGE TRACT OF
LANDG IN BUTLErR COUNTY THE NEXT YEAR, AND IMMEDIATELY SET ABOUT
CARVING A TOWN OUT OF THE WILDERNESS, [HE ORIGINAL LOG CABINS WERE
SOON REPLACED BY SUBSTANTIAL BRICK HDUSES. UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF
FREDERICK RAPRp THE ECONOMY OF THE GROUP GREW FROM ONE OF SELF-5UB-
SISTENCE AGRICULTURE TO ONE OF DIVERS|FeED MANUFACTURING. By 1814
THE SOCIETY AHD 700 MEMBERS, A TOWN GF 150 BRICK BUILDINGS,
NUMERQUS FACTORIES AND PROCESSING PLANTS, AND 7,000 ACRES OF LAND,
2,000 OF WHICH WAS CLEARED. |TS MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS, PARTICULARLY
TEXTILES AND WOOLENS, GAINED A WIDESPREAD REPUTATION FOR EXCELLENCE,
By 1814 THE SOCIETY HAD OUTGROWN (TS MARKETS, AND THIS ALONG
WITH THE DESIRE TO FIND LAND SU!TABLE FOR VINEYARDS PROMPTED THE
SOCIETY TO SELL ALL THEIR HOLDINGS TO A MENNONITE GROUP AND MOVE
TO A SITE ON THE WaBasH RIVER IN INDIANA. HERE AGAIN THEY BUILT
A PROSPEROUS COMMUNITY ONLY TO SELL T TO ROBERT'OWENS 1N 1825
THE SOCIETY RETURNED 70 PENNSYLVANIA AND BUILT THEJR THIRD AND
FINAL HOME AT EconNomy GN.THE OHio River. THE PEAK 0F THEIR
FINANCIAL PROSPERITY WAS REACHED IN 1866. THE PRACTICE OF CELIBACY
AND THE USUAL SCHISMS THINNED THE SOCIETY'S 'RANKS, YET THE
COMMUNITY WAS NOT GISSOLVED UNTIL 1905.

THe HARMONIE SOCIETY WAS ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL OF AMERICA s
MANY UTOPIAN COMMUNITIES, |TS H1IGH DEGREE OF COMMERCIALIZATION
CAUSED IT TO PLAY AN [MPORTANT ROLE IN THE COMMERCE AND. INDUSTRY
GF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA. HARMON]IST MANUFACTURES WERE SOLD AS FAR AWAY
as New ORLEANS, AND THEIR INVESTMENTS IN RAILS, CANALS, OIL FIELDS,
LUMBER, AND BANKS, PROVIDED A GREAT STIMULUS TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY.
THE SURVIVING ‘BUILDINGS OF HARMONY PROVIDE A KEEN INSIGHT INTO THE
LiFE OF THIS COMMUNJTY. MaNY OF THE HOUSES HAVE GREAT ARCHITECTURAL
MERIT. THE FREDERICK RAPP HOUSE WITH ITS FINE EXTERIOR DECORATION
IS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT. THE PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT WiLL
INCLUDE MOST OF THE OLD TOWN CENTER-AND INSURE THE PRESERVATION
OF THE FIRST HOME OF THE HARMONIE SCGCIETY.
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. [9. MAJOR mm&upmcm REFERENCES

|

ArRnpT, KarL J. R,

GEQRGE Rarp!s HarRMoONY SOCIETY:

1785-1847.

StoTz

@HlbéngpﬁlA: UNTVERSITY OF FPA., 1965.

CHARLES M. EARLY ARCHITECTURE OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA.

B

OQuss, Joun S. THE HARMONISTS, A PErsownar HisTORY. HARRISBURG:

TTSBURGH: BUHL TOUNDATION, 1936.

THE PENNSYLVANIA DOOK SERVICE, 1943,

ALBAaCH, JaMEs R. ANNALS 0F THE WEST.

PiTTsaurad: W. S. Havewn,

1856,

[:10. ' 6GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

L&TITYDE &NE LONGIT'IDE CQORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPFRTY o DEFINING THe CENTER POINT OF A PHOPERTY
R _ _OF LESS THAM TEM ACRES __ _
CORMNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Dugrees Minutes Seconds | Dagrees Minutes Seconds
NW 400 48 20w 80 ¢ 07 48 " o r - o ] L3
NE 40° 48’ 20" 80° 07 36"
SE 40° 48 06" | BO°® 07 36" '
SW A08 A8 Q6" go .2 o7+ ag.r - .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 17
JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: ) ’ : CODE | cCounTY cCODE
STATE: VL R CODE [ COUNTY:. . cobE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: " CODE
i " ) L)
STATE: CODE COUNTY: ~ CODE

‘1. FORM PREPARED BY.

NAME AND TITLE:

Witiiam Ko WATsoN,

ORGANIZATION

HISTORIAN

IE\TE
January, 1973

PEnnsyYLvANIA HisToricaL &-Museum CoMmissioN
STREET AND NUMBER: . -

Box 1026

CITY OR TOWN:

HARRISBURG

STATE

. CODE

PENNSYLVANIA

{1,_2.

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CE

ATIONAL REGISTER VERIEICATION

" As the designated State L.iaison Officer for the Na-

Cavaluated according to the ¢riteria and procedures set

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), T hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and cerlify that it has been

The recommended

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

0

National State Local

K

EXECUTI!E DIRFCcTOR

Title
Pa. HisTtoricaL & MuseuMm CoMMiSSiON
vwe 2/ £ /D3

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Netional Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Prazarvation

Dote

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

LDiate

GPG 931-894
v
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